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A Unique Quilt for a Unique Child ...

Every child with deafblindness has a unique, one-
of-a-kind way of perceiving the world. To make a
quilt for someone is an act of love, and to receive a
custom made quilt is to feel wrapped in appreciation.
Whether you plan to make a simple quilt yourself,
or to enlist the help of a sewing friend or family
member, here are a few ideas to launch your project.

Keep It Simple! And not just for the sake of YOUR
mental health. A simple design will highlight
contrasting colours and shapes. Basic quilting
patterns are available in magazines and through your
local quilt shop or quilter’s guild. Guild members are
often very friendly and helpful. Don’t get hung up
on sewing perfection. After many years, | am best
described as an “out-of-kilter” quilter!

What Delights Your Child? If you have an idea of the
kinds of contrast that your child can best perceive,
use that knowledge in designing your quilt. For
example, if she can likely see yellow on black, try
six pointed yellow stars on a mostly black print, and
introduce some other primary colours, like red and
blue, in the border. If he has enough sight to make
out large photographs, get fabric photo-transfers
made from photos you have taken of important
people in his life, or make a theme like “horses” or
“music”, celebrating his interests. Even if he can't

Presidents Message

The BC Chapter Board of Directors recently held
our annual strategic planning session. This one was
a little different from past sessions as we met for
a total of 2 % days to go over every aspect of the

see photographs, his family will enjoy knowing that
they “star” in his quilt! Picture Symbols can also
be scanned and printed onto photo transfer paper,
with fabric backing. If your child can see reflected
light, sew on some sparkly or hallographic appliqués,
avoiding sequins or beads if your child is likely to
explore them orally.

Machine Quilting is Good! If the quilt is to be used
and washed frequently, machine quilting holds up
well, and if you can sew a relatively straight line,
you can make a quilt.

Be MultiSensory. Consider buying an “Aroma-
therapy” type rinse product, so that the quilt always
smells like lavender, for example. For the filling,
there are many options, from fluffy to compact.
“Minky”, an ultra soft new fabric, that comes in
many colours, makes a wonderful backing and is a
tactile pleasure.

Sign Your Work of Art! Make sure to add a quilt
label that explains who made the quilt, where and
when... it could become a family heirloom...

Ask for Help. If you would like any ideas on how
to get started on designing a quilt especially for
YOUR child, e-mail me at bandbdaley@shaw.ca, and
we can put our heads together, and come up with an
original...as original as the child who will enjoy it!

Wylie Bystedt

organization and look at future goals and focus.

We talked about the programs we currently have
and the whether or not each program was fulfilling
its mandate. We looked at where we want to be in 5



and 10 years. In future newsletters as we finalize
plans and make the changes necessary to move
ahead I'll be talking more specifically about each of
those plans.

In very broad terms some of the things you can
expect to hear more of will be around five major
areas: fundraising, program development, resource
and capacity building for our members, education
and awareness.

We would like to hear from you though.

1. What do you think the best ways to
communicate with the membership are?

2. What programs do you think don’t work or
work the best?

3. What events have you really enjoyed or not
enjoyed?

4. What would you like us to do more of?

Please email me directly at wylieb@telus.net or
phone me at 250-992-5905 if you would like to talk
directly with me about the chapter, these questions,
or any other matter close to your heart. You can also
call our Executive Director, Erin, directly if you have
guestions regarding accessing programs or resources.

She can be telephoned directly at 604-517-6174 or
emailed at erin@cdbrabc.ca.

In other activities | am thrilled that the BC
membership continues to grow. A growing and
strong membership certainly makes it easier for the
Board of Directors as we advocate on behalf of our
membership. Our membership year ends on March
31 and we will be working on incentive packages to
encourage our members to renew on time.

Erin has put together a lot of information on
groups that are available for members to access for
fundraising for equipment, resources or services.
We hope that you find this information valuable.
Contact the office if you have any questions on this
material or need help with any applications.

The fall and winter is traditionally the time that
the Board of Directors spends planning activities for
the next year and this winter is no different. Other
than the Summer Intervention Program and the
Summer Recreation Program we have also conducted
the February Frolic and the Summer Retreat and BBQ
in the summer over the past few years. Stay tuned
for exciting announcements for 2007!

Funds available for families

The CDBRA-BC Chapter is very proud of our
Equipment fund and the assistance we have been able
to offer families with it. We acknowledge, however,
that we simply don't have the funds available to
help all members with the myriad of needs they
have for special equipment, home renovations and
accessibility supports for themselves and their
family members. We encourage chapter members to
seek funding options outside the CDBRA-BC chapter
and we are happy to offer any assistance we can
with these applications as many of the funds look
favourably on applications made with the support of
other charitable and non-profit organizations.

Vancouver Foundation Funds

Family Independence

The Family Independence Fund is a $30 million
dollar fund provided to Vancouver Foundation by
Community Living British Columbia [CLBC]. It aims
to assist families living with children or adults
who have developmental disabilities. The Fund will
support a family’s decision to keep their family
member at home by providing grants for expenditures
that facilitate the ongoing care of their relative.

= Applicants are residents of British Columbia
living with a relative with a developmental
disability in their family home or who support



a relative living independently in their family-
owned/supported residence.

= Grants will fund one-time capital expenditures
that facilitate and support the individual with
a developmental disability.

Examples of expenditures may include:

< Home renovations — elevators, ramps, flooring,
door-widening

= \/ehicle modifications to enable access to the
community

= Accessibility supports related to safety

Children and Youth with Special Needs Supports Fund

The $10 million Children and Youth with Special
Needs Fund was established with money from the
Ministry of Children and Family Development. It
aims to assist families living with children and
youth with special needs from birth to nineteen
years of age through one-time capital grants.

Application guidelines
= Applicants are residents of British Columbia

= Applicants are family members of children
and youth with special needs from birth to
nineteen years of age

e Grants will be made to families of CYSN for
one-time capital expenditures

= Expenditures will increase their children’s
ability to access and participate in home and
community life

For more information and to apply for these
funds, check out the Vancouver Foundation
website at http://www.vancouverfoundation.bc.ca/
GrantInformation/FIF/DisabilitySupport.shtml

Variety Club

The Heart of Variety Fund is the arm of Variety -
The Children’s Charity that provides crucial support
to British Columbia's families who have a child with
special needs. By helping to provide children in
need with specialized equipment, they aim to help

children with special needs to grow intellectually,
develop self-esteem and confidence, enhance their
physical skills and become socialized into society-
thereby improving their quality of life and enhancing
their opportunities for achieving their life goals.
Funds within the Heart of Variety fund include:

“l Can Talk Too” Program

STAR Walker Program

Wheelchairs and Hydraulic Wheelchair Lifts

Sunshine Coaches

For more information and to apply for these funds,

check out the Variety Club of BC website at http://
www.variety.ca/our_beneficiaries.php?page=icanprogram

CKNW Orphans Fund

For over half a century the CKNW Orphans’ Fund
has given away millions of dollars to deserving
individuals and children’s charities. They are one of
the major sources of grants for children and children’s
organizations in B.C. Monies from the CKNW orphans
fund has been used to fund:

Summer camps for kids with disabilities

e Wheelchairs, van conversions and lifts,
specialized bikes

e Hearing and special computer aids, eyeglasses,
emergency dental work

= Shelter services for street kids, scholarships for
single parents

« To apply for funding please check their website
at http://www.cknw.com/station/orphans.cfm

Community Based Organizations
Check out your community for local philanthropic

and service organizations including:
Boys and Girls Club Rotary Club
Optimists Club Lion's Club
Firefighters Associations Canadian Military

Scouts and Guides of Canada Church
Organizations






